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Qhfervations *  on  Extra-uterine  Cafes ,  and 
on  Ruptures  of  the  Tubes  and  Uterus . 
Sy  Maxwell  Garthflhore,  M .  ID,  F.R.S* 
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Ch/*  of  an  Extra-uterine  Foetus .  Communi¬ 

cated  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Simmons  by  Michael 
Underwood,  iU.  D.  Licentiate  in  Midwifery 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians ,  Rhyfi- 

cian  to  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpital  in  London • 

MRS.  Sheppard,  of  Snow  Hill,  London, 
naturally  a  healthy  woman,  rather  un¬ 
der  the  middle  fize,  mufcular,  but  not  inclined 
to  be  corpulent,  was  married  in  1731^  being 
then  in  her  twenty-third  year.  She  foon  be¬ 
came  pregnant,  and  mifcarried  at  the  end  of 
ten  weeks.  She  after  this  mifcarried  five  or  fix 
times  at  nearly  the  fame  period  of  gefiation® 

In  1738,  when  in  her  thirtieth  year,  flic 
again  proved  with  child,  and  went  on  well  till 
fhe  had  quickened.  Unfortunately,  at  the  end 
of  five  months,  being  violently  frightened,  fhe 
fainted  away,  and,  upon  her  recovery,  felt 
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fomething  (as  fhe  expreffed  it)  break  within 
her,  and  from  that  period  was  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  fubjedt  to  returns  of  the  fainting. 
She  continued,  however,  to  increafe  in  bulk, 
and  at  the  end  of  nine  months,  being  affedted 
with  the  grinding  pains  of  labour,  fhe  fent  for 
a  midwife,  who,  though  fhe  could  not  difco- 
ver  any  opening  of  the  os  uteri,  was  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  abdominal  tumor  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  an  enlargement  of  the  womb.  The 
pains  continued  to  increafe  next  day,  but  with¬ 
out  producing  any  vifible  change  in  the  os  uteri. 
Dr.  Bamber  and  other  phyficians  being  con- 
ful ted,  internal  medicines  and  clyfters  were  ex¬ 
hibited ;  notwithflanding  ail  which,  fhe  conti¬ 
nued  in  racking  torture  for  four  days,  when 
fhe  fell  afleep,  and,  foon  after  awaked  eafy. 
During  the  following  night  fhe  was  affected 
with  repeated  faintings,  and  milk  was  then 
found  to  be  in  her  breaffs.  She  continued  for 
a  fhort  time  to  be  tolerably  eafy,  but  foon  had 
fome  returns  of  pain,  and,  for  the  firft  time, 
perceived  a  black,  foetid,  bloody  difcharge 
from  the  vagina,  which  lafted  four  or  five 
days,  and  during  the  five  fucceeding  weeks  fhe 
had  repeated  appearances  of  this  kind,  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  at  times  with  violent  pains,  and  a  dif- 
charge  of  coagula,  refembling  pieces  of  fleftn 
The  fwelling  of  the  abdomen  began  gradually 
to  diminifh  after  the  fir  ft  difcharge,  and  at  the 
time  the  patient  got  abroad  (which  was  two 
years  after)  was  reduced  to  half  the  former 
fize,  and  continued  diminifhing  for  the  three 
fucceeding  years  ;  during  all  which  time  fhe 
had  painful  difcharges  at  irregular  periods,  and 
pafted  feveral  of  thefe  folid  coagula,  which  the 
byeftanders  imagined  (contrary  to  the.  opinion 
of  the  medical  gentlemen)  to  be  parts  of  a 
placenta. 

After  thefe  five  years  fhe  pafted  no  more  fo¬ 
lid  coagula,  but  had  the  catamenia  regularly, 
though  painfully,  and  difcoloured,  for  about 
two  years  more.  In  her  thirty-feventh  year, 
viz.  in  1745,  fhe  thought  herfelf  breeding 
again,  as  fhe  increafed  gradually  in  bulk,  as 
before,  to  what  fhe  thought  her  full  term  of 
nine  months,  when,  being  feized  with  labour 
pains,  which  continued  regularly  for  a  whole 
day  together,  her  midwife  pronounced  her  to 
be  certainly  with  child,  but  without  any  ap~ 
pearance  of  natural  labour. 

She  continued  to  be  harafled  with  grinding 
pains,  equally  ineffectual,  and  frequently  at- 
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tended  with  fome  difcharge,  every  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  for  about  two  years ;  after  which 
fhe  was  attended  by  the  late  Sir  William  Wat- 
fon,  who  continued  to  vifit  her  occafionally 
the  five  fucceeding  years,  during  all  which 
time  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  remain¬ 
ed,  and  the  pains  frequently  returned.  He 
procured  her  temporary  relief  by  opiates  and 
clyfters ;  but  her  complaints  always  recurring, 
fhe  confulted  the  late  Dr.  Ward,  who  gave  her 
repeatedly  half  of  one  of  his  fweating  powders, 
which  at  fir  ft  relieved  her,  but  after  the  fourth 
dofe  brought  on  violent  pain  of  four  hours 
continuance ;  after  which  fhe  fell  afleep,  and 
when  fhe  awaked  was  free  of  pain.  In  a 
week  afterwards  fhe  found  herfelf  better,  her 
abdomen  gradually  fubfiding  and  her  breathing 
becoming  eafier.  The  menfes  now  returned 
more  regularly,  and  in  greater  quantity,  and 
in  fix  months  fhe  was  reduced  to  her  natural 
fize.  She  had,  neverthelefs,  her  ufual  and 
violent  pains  at  times  for  about  thirteen  years. 

About  a  year  after  the  fwelling  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  had  difappeared,  Ihe  menflruated  more 
fparingly,  and  at  longer  intervals,  and  began 
again  to  feel  an  increafe  of  the  abdomen,  which 
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continued  for  near  nine  months,  and  then  gra¬ 
dually  difappeared. 

She  had,  after  this,  three  more  enlargements 
of  the  abdomen,  of  a  Ihorter  continuance,  du« 
ring  the  above  thirteen  years,  but  had  no  milk 
in  her  breafts,  as  in  the  two  former  of  three 
and  feven  years. 

At  the  expiration  of  thefe  thirteen  years 
from  the  fecond  fuppofed  pregnancy,  after  fuf- 
fering  pains  for  feveral  days,  fhe  was  feized, 
while  fitting  on  the  clofefiool,  with  one  more 
violent  than  ufual,  and  pafifed  fomething  with 
great  difficulty  by  the  anus,  which  was  found 
to  be  the  rib  of  a  foetus.  This  was  in  the 
year  1759,  about  twenty-one  years  from  her 
fright  during  pregnancy.  The  menfes  had 
then  left  her  about  twelve  months.  From 
this  time  fome  bones  came  away  every  two  or 
three  days  for  feveral  weeks,  but  with  more 
eafe  than  the  firft,  and  fhe  was  able  in  about 
five  weeks  to  walk  about  the  houfe,  but  could 
not  for  three  years  walk  half  a  mile.  During 
all  this  time  fome  bones  came  away  every  two 
or  three  weeks ;  but  after  that  time  lhe  re¬ 
mained  eafy  for  a  quarter  or  half  a  year,  with¬ 
out  parting  with  any,  and  then  gradually  re¬ 
covered  a  confiderable  degree  of  firength. 

The 
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The  bones  fhe  voided  feemed  to  be  thofe  of  a 
foetus  of  about  five  months  growth,  and  were 
thofe  of  the  ribs,  fcapula,  and  vertebras,  all 
of  which  were  paffed  previoufly  to  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1770,  when  I  firfl  faw  her,  and  re¬ 
ceived  from  her  the  above  narrative.  At  this 
time  fome  bones  were  coming  away  every  three 
or  four  days,  but  with  lefs  pain  than  formerly, 
and  I  found  her,  upon  the  whole,  in  tolerable 
good  health.  During  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1771  fhe  voided  but  few,  but  towards  the 
clofe  of  it  paffed  near  twenty  pieces  of  bone  with 
confiderable  pain,  and  fhe  never  could  walk  to 
any  diftance  without  buffering  by  it.  After 
this  fhe  voided  very  little  bone  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  following,  when,  falling  down 
flairs,  ffe  bruifed  the  os  coccygis,  which  occa- 
ffoned  pain  every  time  fhe  went  to  ffool.  Be¬ 
fore  this  fall  fhe  had  got  free  of  thofe  bearing- 
down  pains  which  fhe  had  been  fo  long  fubjeft 
to ;  but  after  that  fhe  had  more  conflant  pain, 
though  not  fo  violent.  Several  more  pieces 
of  bone  were  paffed  about  this  period. 

During  the  fpace  of  two  years  .after  this  fall 
fhe  continued  to  void  pieces  of  bone  with  much 
lefs  trouble,  and  had  frequent  intervals  of  eafe 
for  months  together,  which  enabled  her  to  re¬ 
cover 
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cover  her  ftrength  in  a  great  meafure,  though, 
fhe  never  was  fo  eafy  as  before  the  accident. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1774  ihe 
was  become  pretty  eafy,  and,  by  computation, 
it  was  found  fne  had  pafied,  in  the  laft  fifteen 
years,  about  three  hundred  finall  pieces  of 
bone,  and  half  as  many  larger,  which  laft  were 
very  thin.  At  the  beginning  of  1775  Ihe 
brought  on  a  painful  diforder  of  her  bowels  by 
an  advertifed  purging  pill,  and  after  this  fhe 
palled  fevera'l  pieces  of  bone,  and  particularly 
one,  which  feemed  to  be  an  exfoliation  of  the 
ileum,  near  two  inches  long. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year,  1776,  many 
fmall  bones  were  voided  ;  but  after  this  fhe  *e« 
mained  upwards  of  a  year  without  pafling  any* 
and  again  recovered  her  health  and  ftrength  in 
great  degree. 

After  this  fhe  no  longer  paffed  any  large 
pieces  of  bone,  but  fometimes  fmaller  ones, 
without  any  other  trouble,  however,  than  that 
of  fome  uneafinefs  when  file  allowed  herfelf  to 
become  coflive. 

In  1778,  when  fhe  had  arrived  at  the  age 
of  feventy  years,  fhe  received  a  confiderable 
accefilon  of  fortune,  which  (owing  probably 
to  a  frame  enervated  by  forty  years  differing) 

fo 
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fo  changed  her  temper  and  deranged  her  mind, 
that  fhe  became  peeviih,  emaciated,  reftlefs, 
and  very  foon  after  maniacal.  She  continued 
in  that  ftate  till  her  death,  which  happened  not 
long  ago ;  and  having  been  removed  into  the 
country,  when  fhe  loft  her  fenfes,  there  was 

j 

no  opportunity  of  examining  the  body. 

Great  Marlborough  Street , 

June  7th,  1787. 


Qbfervations  *  on  Extra-uterine  Cafes ,  and  on 
Ruptures  of  the  Tubes  and  Uterus .  By  Max* 
well  Garthfhore,  M.  D .  F .  R .  S.  and  S .  A ♦ 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at 
Edinburgh ,  and  Phyficiah  to  the  Britifh  Lying- 
in  Hofpital  in  London . 

^HERE  are  few  things  more  curious,  and 
fewer  ft  ill  that  are  more  ufeful,  for  an 
attentive  phyfician  to  obferve,  than  the  very 
wonderful  refources  of  which  nature,  undif- 
turbed,  is  fometimes  able  to  avail  herfelf, 
when  labouring  under  difeafes  feemingly  defpe- 
rate.  Amidft  the  numerous  variety  of  exam¬ 
ples  of  this  kind,  which  the  curioiity  and  in- 
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dlultry  of  writers  of  obfervation  have  recorded, 
there  are  none  more  ftrikmg  than  thofe  means 
file  has  frequently  made  ufe  of  to  free  herfelf 
of  the  burden  of  an  extra-uterine  child.  The 
great  number  of  modern  as  well  as  ancient 
well-authenticated  cafes,  in  which  the  child  has 
made  its  way,  piecemeal,  either  through  the  ul¬ 
cerated  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  or  the 
coats  of  the  inteftines,  with  fafety  to  the  mo¬ 
ther,  may  fiiew  us  that  the  exigence  of  a  child 
in  the  open  cavity  of  the  belly,  and  its  fub- 
fequent  refolution,  or  its  being  turned  into 
an  indurated  mafs,  is  not  always  fo  fatal  as 
might  be  apprehended  ;  and  what  is  fiill  more 
extraordinary,  we  are  not  without  inflances 
where  this  procefs  has  taken  place  when  the 
conception  was  not  originally  extra  uterine, 
but  where  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy 
the  uterus  has  been  ruptured,  and  the  child 
has  efcaped  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
Of  this  we  read  feveral  examples  in  the  curious 
Differtation  of  Thomas  Bartholine,  de  infolitis 
fartus  humani  viis ,  publiihed  at  Copenhagen  in 
1664;  in  all  of  which  the  uterus  was  evidently 
ruptured,  either  in  the  latter  end  of  pregnancy, 
or  in  labour,  and  the  child  had  evidently  pafied 
from  the  womb  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  and 
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afterwards  made  its  way  through  the  integu« 
ments  of  the  abdomen,  or  by  the  inteftines*. 

To  this  clafs  I  think  may  be  alfo  referred 
the  cafe  of  a  woman  communicated  by  Dr,  Per- 
cival  in  the  Medical  Commentaries,  (Vol.  II. 
page  77,)  where,  from  the  circumflances  of 
flooding  and  pain  brought  on  by  a  fudden 
fright  in  the  fixth  month  of  pregnancy,  there 
is  great  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  the  child  then 
efcaped  into  the  general  cavity,  from  which  it 
was  afterwards  expelled,  piecemeal,  by  the 
redtum,  at  the  end  of  twenty-two  years.  This 
woman’s  body  not  having  been  examined  af¬ 
ter  death,  leaves  the  fceptical  room  to  doubt 
whether  any  adlual  rupture  took  place  ;  but  we 
have  a  more  decihve  proof  of  the  poffibility  of 
fuch  an  event  in  the  cafe  of  the  woman  of  Tou- 
loufe,  mentioned  by  Aftruc  who,  during  the 
pains  of  a  very  laborious  birth,  had  her  uterus 
hurft,  and  her  child  paiTed  into  the  cavity  of 

V 

In  two  of  the  four  cafes  of  this  kind,  which  he  mentions, 
the  foetus  made  its  way  through  the  integuments  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  and  in  the  two  others  by  the  inteftines ;  three  of  the 
women  recovered  entirely,  and  the  fourth  furvived  fome  time, 
and  palled  many  of  the  bones  of  her  foetus  by  Itool,  but  did 
not  live  long  enough  to  get  rid  of  the  whole, 
f  X/Art  d’Accoueher,  Chap.  iv.  page  288, 


the 


[  II  ] 

the  abdomen*  where  it  remained  for  twenty- 
five  years*  as  was  demonftrated  when  her  body 
was  examined  after  death. 

In  the  Hiflory  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society 
at  Paris'*  we  have  a  fimilar  cafe  communi¬ 
cated  by  M.  Defbois,  of  a  woman  at  Roche¬ 
fort,  mother  of  three  living  children,  who, 

r 

in  her  fourth  labour,  after  fuftaining  pains  of 
the  moil  excruciating  kind  for  thirty  hours,  and 
when,  to  all  appearance,  the  birth  was  nearly 
effected,  had  at  once  the  uterus  burfl  through, 
and  the  child  paifed  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab¬ 
domen.  Her  pains  from  that  moment  left  her 
entirely,  and  fhe  felt  only  a  dead  weight  in  the 
hypogailric  region.  Fifteen  days  after,  being 
examined  by  M.  Rochard,  Surgeon,  he  could 
find  no  part  of  the  child,  the  head  of  which 
had  been  fo  plainly  felt  by  the  midwife  during 
the  whole  of  the  labour.  After  two  months 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  began  to  in¬ 
flame,  and  there  very  foon  broke  out  four  dif¬ 
ferent  ulcers,  which  emitted  very  foetid,  puru¬ 
lent  matter.  In  the  third  month  after  the  in¬ 
flammation  had  begun,  when  the  woman  was 
finking  under  colliquative  fvveats  and  hedtjc  fe* 

*  Yol  I.  for  *776,  page  3 8 8,  Jjo*  Paris,  *779. 
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ver,  Hie  was  brought  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  at 
Paris,  and  from  the  largeft  of  thefe  abdominal 
ulcers,  which  was  dilated,  the  bones  of  a  full 
grown  child  were  extracted.  In  four  months 
this  woman  had  recovered  her  wonted  looks  and 
flrength,  and  had  no  complaint  but  a  ftftulous 
ulcer  at  the  navel,  which  emitted  not  only 
white,  purulent  matter,  but  fometimes  even  the 
feces,  a  clear  proof  that  fome  part  of  the  in- 
teftinal  canal  had  been  ulcerated,  and  adhered 
to  the  peritonaeum. 

A  cafe  very  fimilar  to  this  is  inferted  in  the 
Journal  Ency  elope  clique  for  June,  1777;  and 
another  was  communicated  formerly  to  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  *  by  M.  Littre, 
ivith  this  difference,  that  the  bones  of  the  child, 
in  that  inftance,  made  their  way  through  the 
redhim. 

In  the  volume p  I  have  juft  now  quoted, 
of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  a 

■v 

cafe  fo  very  extraordinary  is  communicated  by 
M.  Bouillon,  Phyftcian  at  Mortain,  that  no¬ 
thing  but  the  refpedtability  of  the  publication 
in  which  it  is  inferted  would  induce  me  to  copy 

#  Mem.  de  I’Acad.  Rovale  des  Sciences,  annee  17 
p.  234. 
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it.  We  are  there  told  that  a  well-formed  w©« 
man,  mother  ©f  many  children,  was  attended 
in  a  preternatural  labour  by  a  very  unikilful 
accoucheur,  who,  after  many  fruitlefs  attempts, 
at  laft  brought  away  the  child  dead,  but  with 
only  one  arm,  the  other  having  been  left  in 
the  body  of  the  mother.  She  continued,  after 
this,  to  have  pains;  fever  foon  came  on,  and  an 
inflammatory  tumor  was  formed  in  the  hypoga- 
ftric  region,  which  fuppurated,  and  difcharged 
a  large  quantity  of  purulent  matter ;  and  foon 
after  the  humerus,  and  in  fucceflion  the  other 
bones  of  the  upper  extremity,  which,  during 
the  labour,  had  been  feparated  from  the  trunk 
of  the  foetus,  prefented  themfelves  at  the  ab~ 
fcefs,  and  were  extracted,  and  the  woman  by 
mild  dreffings  was  completely  cured. 

In  the  Journal  de  Me de cine,  (Vol.  VI  *.)  we 
have  a  cafe  communicated  by  M.  Guillerme,  of 
a  flout  woman,  who,  in  her  thirty-firft  year, 
by  a  fall  from  a  waggon,  had  the  uterus  bur  ft 
in  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy,  which  was 
fucceeded  by  flooding,  fever,  and  violent  pains« 
The  os  uteri  was  found  open,  but  no  abortion 
took  place.  The  child  was  from  that  moment 
without  motion,  and  her  belly  diminifhed  in 

^  Page  292, 
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fize.  In  two  months  Ihe  recovered  feeniingly 
her  ufual  health,  and  remained  well  till  the  fe~ 
venth  month  after  the  accident,  when  there 
arofe  an  inflammation  of  the  abdomen,  attended 
with  acute  fever,  and  fucceeded  by  a  violent 
diarrhoea,  in  which  fhe  pafled  great  quantities 
of  fasces,  fo  very  fetid,  that  ihe  was  obliged 
to  be  removed  to  a  room  by  herfelf.  In  the 
eighth  month  from  the  accident,  and  when  this 
diarrhoea  had  continued  fome  weeks,  fhe  began 
to  pafs  the  bones  of  a  fetus,  feemingly  of  five 
months,  and  continued  fo  to  do  for  the  three 
fucceeding  months,  and  before  one  year  had 
elapfed,  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  fhe  was 
refiored  to  perfedt  health.  But  a  flill  more 
certainly-authenticated  cafe  of  the  fame  kind 
happened  lately  in  this  capital:-— A  poor  wo¬ 
man,  after  violent  exercife,  fufFered  a  rupture 
of  the  uterus  in  the  feventh  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  furvived  it  fo  long  as  to  give  na¬ 
ture  an  opportunity  of  completely  enclofing 
the  excluded  fetus  in  a  ftrong  fac,  from  the 
"bottom  of  which  all  the  loft  parts  had  gradually 
palled  into  the  lacerated  uterus  and  through 
the  vagina  ;  and  when  the  bones  had  begun  to 
make  their  way  through  the  fubflance  of  this 
fac  and  the  abdominal  integuments,  the  falu- 
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tary  procefs  of  nature  was  interrupted,  a  new 
and  fatal  inflammation  brought  on,  and  the  wo¬ 
man  deflroyed,  by  an  imprudent  expofure  to 
violent  motion  above  four  months  after  the 
rupture  happened.  Need  I  add  the  authority 
of  Plenck,  who,  treating  of  rupture  of  the 
uterus,  mentions  the  two  refources  of  nature, 
already  defcribed,  in  the  following  words'*:  — 
€C  Moriuntur  infelices  hte  matres  utplurimum 
cc  intra  aliquot  dies  ex  uteri,  et  abdominis  gam 
grama. ....  Interim  tamen  habentur  cafus,- 
iC  quibus  foetus  extra  uterum  lapfus  per  abfcef- 
€C  fum,  vel  gangrtenatn  topicam  abdominis 
€C  exierit,  et  mater  fuerit  fervata. ....  Poteft, 
{C  et  foetus  in  lithop^edion  mutari,  et  gravidi* 
tatem  perennem  inducere.” 

In  farther  proof  of  the  wonderful  power  of 
the  vis  medicatrix  naturse,  nothing  can  be 
flronger  than  the  circumflances  of  the  very 
curious  cafe  communicated  to  Dr.  Simmons  by 
Dr.  Underwood,  the  confideration  of  which  led 
me  to  this  inquiry,  as  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  uterus  in  that  cafe  was  ruptured  when 
the  patient  fainted  from  the  violence  of  the 
fliock  fhe  received  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  month3 
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and  that  to  this  rupture  were  owing  all  thofe 
violent  fymptoms  which  afrlidted  her  for  the  five 
fucceeding  year£  But  what  adds  very  much 
to  the  Angularity  of  the  cafe  is,  that  there  is 
much  reafon  to  fufpeCt,  from  the  enlargement 
©f  the  abdomen,  fecretion  of  milk  in  the  breads, 
and  the  other  fymptoms  defcribed  by  Dr.  Un¬ 
derwood,  that  this  woman  became,  at  the  end  of 
feven  years,  a  fecond  time  pregnant,  and  whilft 
the  former  fetus  remained  in  the  abdomen; 
and  this  fecond  conception,  if  it  did  take  place, 
was  moil  probably  extra  uterine.  With  this 
fhe  was  haraffed  for  fix  years  more ;  and  it  was 
not  till  the  twenty-fed  year  after  the  fuppofed 
rupture  that  fee  began  to  get  rid  of  thofe  fetal 
bones  by  the  intedines,  which  continued  to  be 
dilcharged  with  infinite  pain  and  didrefs  for 
above  eighteen  fucceeding  years ;  and  from 
their  great  number,  and  the  length  of  time  ne- 
ceffary  to  their  expul  Aon,  we  have  dill  dronger 
reafon  to  fufpeCt  there  was  a  fecond  concep¬ 
tion.  But  we  want  the  decifive  proof,  which 
could  only  have  been  obtained  by  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  body  after  death,  I  am,  however, 
JudiAed  in  the  probability  of  my  conjecture  by 
examples,  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
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til  the  fecond  volume  of  Medical  Obferva^ 
tions  and  Inquiries,  Mr.  Bard,  of  New  York, 
communicates  a  cafe,  to  the  termination  of 
which  the  late  Dr.  Huck  Saunders  was  witnefs* 
where  a  woman,  who  had  been  fourteen  months 
pregnant  of  an  extra-uterine  child,  conceived  a 
fecond  time,  and  was  delivered  at  the  full  term 
of  a  healthy  boy;  foon  after  which  the  abdo¬ 
minal  tumor  occafioned  by  the  former  child 
began  to  fuppurate,  and  being  afterwards  open¬ 
ed,  a  fetus  of  the  common  fize  was  extracted 
from  it,  In  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Medical 
Eftays  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  King,  of  Armagh* 
communicates  a  cafe  where  a  woman,  who  had 
been  fix  years  pregnant  with  an  extra-uterine 
fetus,  became  with  child  a  fecond  time  in  the 
fame  way.  The  fetus  of  the  fecond  concept 
tion  was  extracted  almoft  entire  through  an  ul¬ 
cer  formed  in  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen ; 
and  the  bones  of  the  fir  ft  were  gradually  palled* 
partly  by  the  redtum,  and  partly,  as  is  faid,  by 
the  bladder,  by  which  I  fuppofe  Is  meant  the 
vagina. 

But  what  approaches  ftill  nearer  to  what  I 
fuppofe  to  have  been  the  circumftances  of  Dra 
Underwood's  patient  is  the  cafe  related  by  Prime- 
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rofe'*,  of  a  woman  at  Bourdeaux,  who,  after 
having  two  years  carried  a  foetus,  fuppofed  to- 
have  bur  ft  from  the  uterus,  became  pregnant 
a  fecond  time  of  an  extra-uterine  one.  The 
firft  was  extracted  through  an  abfcefs  formed 
in  the  abdominal  integuments,  and  the  fecond 
by  an  operation  performed  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  abdomen,  Thomas  Bartholine,  who  quotes 
this  cafe  in  his  Diflertation  before  mentioned, 
and  who  confiders  all  the  concomitant  circum- 
ftances  at  great  length,  entertains  no  doubt 
that  the  former  of  thefe  children  had  made  its 
way  through  the  uterus  into  the  open  cavity. 
But  fhould  his  reafons  not  appear  fufficiently 
fatisfadtory,  we  have  ftill  a  more  unequivocal 
cafe  in  the  Journal  de  Medecinc s  (Vol,  V 
communicated  by  M.  Bochard,  of  a  woman 
in  Dauphiny,  who,  in  the  feventh  month  of 
pregnancy,  by  a  fall  from  a  tree,  had  the  ute¬ 
rus  burft,  and  the  child  pafted  into  the  open 
cavity,,  from  which  time  fhe  felt  no  morfc 
motion,  and  was  difcovered,  on  examination 
fome  months  after,  to  have  a  heavy,  move- 
able  tumor  in  the  abdomen,  and  to  have  buf¬ 
fered  much  pain  and  inquietude.  At  the  end 
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of  the  fifth  month  from  the  accident  fhe  had 
difcharges  of  blood,  from  the  uterus,  for  feveral 
days  together,  mixed  with  portions  of  hair,  of 
which  fome  were  evidently  of  the  head,  and 
in  a  week  after  thefe  difcharges  her  abdomen 
was  confiderably  diminifhed  in  fize.  In  the  fe- 
venth  month  from  the  fall  fhe  became  again 
pregnant,  and  in  the  feventeenth  was  delivered 
of  a  living  child.  Three  months  after  this 
(that  is  about  twenty  months  after  the  fall)  a 
painful  tumor  was  formed  in  the  integuments 
of  the  abdomen,  and  very  foon  after  an  open 
ulcer,  from  which  much  purulent  matter  was 
dilcharged,  and  afterwards  fma'll  bones.  This 
induced  M.  Glodat,  the  Surgeon,  who  was  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  cafe,  to  dilate  the  opening,  from 
which  he  extracted  the  fkeleton  of  a  child, 
and  the  placenta  in  a  feemingly  petrified  date. 
This  woman,  as  well  as  the  three  former  I  have 
mentioned,  are  all  faid  to  have  been  reftored  to 
perfedt  health. 

If  I  have  in  any  degree  been  able  to  fatisfy 
the  curious  that  nature  is  fometimes  able  to  free 
herfelf  of  a  foetus  that  has  made  its  way  through 
the  uterus,  I  certaftly  fhall  have  lefs  difficulty 
to  prove  that  file  may  more  eafily  free  herfelf 
from  the  burden  of  a  child  formed  in  the  gene- 
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ral  cavity  ,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  In 
producing  inflances  of  that  kind,  but  I  am  cer- 
tain  they  are  already  fufficiently  known  to  all 
who  inquire  into  thefe  matters.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever,  refrain  from  mentioning  one,  as  being  the 
mod  extraordinary  I  have  ever  heard  of.  It  is, 
quoted  by  Bianchi*  from  Ruleau’s  work  on  the 
C^farean  operation,  and  relates  to  a  woman  who 
became  pregnant,  at  three  different  periods,  of 
three  feparate  extra-uterine  children,  which  all 
died  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  all  be¬ 
came  putrid  in  the  body,  and  were  all  extrad> 
ed  through  an  ulcer  formed  in  the  umbilical 
region,  Bianchi  concifely  adds,  “  Hxc  igU 
tur  mulier  ter  partuum  labores,  ter  internos 
**  abortus,  ter  foetuum  neces,  terque  eorum 
u  corruptiones  fuftulit :  deinde  fana  refteque 
foecunda  vitam  degit,”  by  which  it  appears 
that  this  woman  not  only  completely  recovered, 
but  became  fruitful  afterwards.  The  inftances 
in  which  women  have  furvived,  for  many  years, 
extra-uterine  children,  by  their  being  converted 
into  what  has  been  called  a  petrified  or  cartila* 
ginous  mafs,  are  too  well  known,  and  have  had 
too  much  faid  about  them,  to  make  either  the 
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faft  doubtful,  or  quotations  neceffary ;  yet  S 
can  hardly  pafs  over  the  inftance  of  this  kind 
given  us  by  Dr.  Starkey  Myddelton,  in  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfadlions*,  of  a  woman  he  opened 
at  Guy’s  Hofpital  in  1747,  in  whofe  abdomen 
he  found  the  body  of  a  child  attached  to  the 
right  fallopian  tube,  and  changed  into  a  kind 
of  cartilaginous  mafs,  This  woman  he  had  for¬ 
merly  attended  with  Dr.  Bamber,  and  was  well 
allured  that  fixteen  years  before,  this  extra-ute¬ 
rine  child  had  died  in  confequence  of  a  fright 
in  the'  fixth  month  of  pregnancy ;  that,  after 
fullering  much  diilrefs,  the  woman,  at  the  end 
of  twenty-fix  months,  had  become  a  fecond 
time  pregnant,  been  delivered  of  a  living  child5 
and  afterwards  of  three  more  at  the  full  term, 
and  had  certainly  carried  this  extra-uterine  fe¬ 
tus  full  fixteen  years  before  her  death. 

To  this  inflance  I  could  ealily  add  feveral 
more  of  what  have  been,  though  improperly^ 
called  petrified  children,  which  have  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  body  from  five  to  forty-fix  years, 
without  much  difiurbing  the  health  of  the 
mother,  who,  in  fome  of  the  inffances,  bore 
(as  in  the  cafe  above  mentioned^  healthy  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  time  whilft  this  mafs  remained* 
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But  the  moft  extraordinary  indance  of  this  kind 
is  that  of  the  woman  at  Turin,  in  whofe  abdo¬ 
men  Bianchi*,  in  1728,  found  a  foetus,  weighing 
eight  pounds,  which  had,  as  he  fuppofed,  fif¬ 
teen  years  before,  burft  from  the  right  ovarium 
at  the  full  term  of  pregnancy,  and  was  found 
covered  very  ciofely  by  the  membranes,  and 
inclofed  by  a  thick  febaceous  cruft,  which,  on 
being  expofed  to  the  air,  hardened  into  a  kind 
of  gypfum  ;  by  which  cruft,  and  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  fecundines,  the  child  was  pre- 
ferved  fo  frefh,  and  flexible,  as  to  exhibit  the 
appearance  of  a  mature  child  not  long  dead. 

In  a  table,  which  1  have  now  before  me, 
of  fixteen  extra-uterine  cafes,  extracted  from 
the  moft  refpedtable  authorities,  I  find  that 
feven  of  them  terminated,  as  in  Dr.  Under¬ 
wood’s  cafe,  by  the  bones  of  the  foetus  ha¬ 
ving  paired  off'  by  the  redtum,  and  that  in  the 
nine  others  the  fetus  was  extracted  through 
abfcefles  formed  in  the  integuments  of  the  ab-  * 
domen,  and  that  moft  of  the  women  recovered 
entirely,  and  feveral  of  them  bore  healthy  chil¬ 
dren  afterwards. 

I  fhall  now  beg  leave  to  offer  feme  obferva* 
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tions  relating  to  conceptions  in  the  ovaria  and 
fallopian  tubes,  and  to  the  ruptures  which  ar© 
their  general  confequence.  I  am  induced  to  do 
this  by  a  cafe  defcribed  lately  in  the  London 
Medical  Journal  *  by  Mr*  Jacob,  of  Faverfham^ 
which,  in  fome  refpedts,  is  ftill  more  curious 
than  the  one  communicated  by  Dr.  Underwood, 
which  I  have  been  juft  now  treating  of.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  the  conception,  in  Mr.  Ja^ 
cob’s  patient,  w?as  originally  formed  in  the  fal¬ 
lopian  tube,  and  I  am  led  to  be  of  this  opinion 
from  a  confideration  of  the  inceflant  colic,  dy- 
fury,  coftivenefs,  ficknefs,  and  want  of  natural 
reft,  with  which  fhe  was  harrafted  in  the  early 
months  of  pregnancy  ;  and  ftill  more  decifive- 
ly  from  that  inward  fenfe  of  plunging,  attend¬ 
ed  with  fevere  pain,  which  continued  without 
ceflation,  and  was  fo  violent  as  to  bring  on 
convulfive  fits,  in  the  fixth  month  ;  it  being 
perfectly  well  known  to  thofe  who  have  attend¬ 
ed  to  the  fymptoms  of  ovarian*  and  tubal  con<* 
ceptions,  that  they  are  always  attended  by  many 
irregular,  painful,  and  diftrefling  complaints 
during  the  whole  term  of  pregnancy ;  and 
that  they  are  peculiarly  diftinguifhable  from 
uterine  conceptions,  by  thefe  complaints  con- 
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tinuing  to  increafe  in  .violence  in  proportion  aS 
the  pregnancy  advances,  and  this  from  the  mod 
obvious  caufes,  viz.  the  violent  and  preterna¬ 
tural  didention  of  the  narrow  fpace  in  which 
the  ovum  is  unfortunately  lodged,  and  from  the 
irregular  comprefilon  they  often  occafion  to  the 
abdominal  organs :  whereas  in  uterine  concep¬ 
tions,  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  all 
thefe  anomalous  fymptoms,  which  are  fo  com¬ 
mon  and  diftreffing  during  the  early  months* 
are,  after  the  fourth  or  fifth,  greatly  alleviated, 
and  mod  commonly  totally  difappear.  But  had 
this  conception  not  been  lodged  either  in  the 
ovarium  or  tube,  the  patient  could  hardly  have 
efcaped. abortion  under  fuch  violent  fymptoms* 
as  that  accident  occurred  in  her  fird  pregnancy 
from  a  very  flight  caufe  ;  and  what  dill  farther 
confirms  its  being  a  tubal  conception  is,  her 
having  experienced  the  common  termination  of 
fuch  cafes  by  the  rupture  of  the  tube  in  the 
feventh  month,  which  appears  to  me  to  have 
happened  when  u  die  fuddenly  waked  in  a 
€C  great  fright  after  having  dreamed  fhe  had 
u  fallen  from  a  precipice,”  as  from  that  time 
die  not  only  found  an  evident  alteration  in  the 
litua-tion,  but  alfo  a  total  want  of  motion,  of 
the  child,  which  ever  after  felt  to  her  like  a 
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dead  weight  in  the  abdomen.  I,  therefore* 
think  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  child 
then  paffed  into  the  abdominal  cavity*  and  that 
this  rupture,  together  with  the  confequent  alter¬ 
ation  of  the  child’s  fituatiott,  and  its  death,  gave 
occafion  to  all  that  fubfequent  variety  of  fymp- 
toms  with  which  this  poor  woman  was  har- 
railed  until  the  twenty-fifth  month  after  con¬ 
ception,  and  the  eighteenth  from  the  fuppofed 
rupture,  when  the  foettis  was  extracted  through 
an  abfcefs  formed  five  months  before -in  the  in¬ 
teguments  of  the  abdomen.  If  tve  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  judge  by  the  growth  of  fourteen 
inches,  to  which  only  this  child  had  arrived* 
we  muff  fuppofe  either  that  it  had  been  very- 
much  retarded  in  its  increafe  by  the  fac  in 
which  it  was  contained,  or  that  it  mull  have 
died  previous  to  the  feventh  month,  when  it 
burft  its  way  into  the  general  cavity. 

When  we  attend  to  the  circumftance  of  the 
menfes,  (which  have  been  conjectured,  with 
fome  probability,  to  depend  on  the  flate  of  the 
ovaria)  we  muft  be  led  to  fuppofe,  that  when 
they  appeared  in  the  feventh  month  after  the 
rupture,  and  the  thirteenth  after  conception* 
the  uterus  and  its  appendages  were  difengaged 
from  the  foetus ;  and  had  not  their  regular  dif- 
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charge,  after  feven  fucceffive  periods,  been  cb~ 
fttuded  by  tfe  derangement  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  from  the  abdominal  inflammation,  which 
then  fupervened,  it  is  probable  they  might  have 
continued  to  be  regular  till  flic  had  again  be* 
come  pregnant, 

A  woman  furviwing  this  accident  rs,  perhaps* 
a  rarer  occurrence  than  her  furviving  a  rupture 
of  the  uterus ;  as  it  has  been  clearly  afcer- 
tained  that  conceptions  in  the  ovaria  or  Fallo¬ 
pian  tubes  are  not  only  diftinguiihed  by  the  ex- 
qulfite  and  increafog  pain  which  attends  the 
whole  progrefs  of  fuch  geftations*  but  by  tho 
fudden  fatality  which  the  burfting  of  the  fac 
generally  occafions.  Of  this  we  have  a  va¬ 
riety  of  inftances  very  well  authenticated. 
Among  feveral  recorded  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions,  there  is  one  very  remarkable,, 
defcribed  by  M.  de  St.  Maurice  of  a  woman 
\yho  died  fuddenly  in  confequence  of  the  fe¬ 
tus  burfting  from  the  right  ovarium ;  and  ano¬ 
ther,  communicated  by  Dr.  Fern  in  which 
the  fetus  burft  from  the  tube,  and  which  was* 
equally  fatal*  M.  Chambon  de  Montaux  J 

*  Phil.  Tranf.  IsEo.  150,  p.  285. 
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mentions  the  cafe  of  a  woman  who  died  very 
quickly  in  confequence  of  an  effufion  of  blood 
occafioned  by  a  conception  of  two  months  ha¬ 
ving  fuddenly  burft  from  the  right  ovarium  ; 
and  in  the  firft  volume*  of  the  Medical  Com¬ 
mentaries  of  Edinburgh  a  cafe  is  mentioned, 
which  Dr.  Hunter  ufed  to  relate  in  his  Lec¬ 
tures,  of  a  woman,  in  whofe  body  he  had  found 
the  Fallopian  tube  burft  by  the  growing  con¬ 
ception  in  fo  violent  a  manner  as  to  occafion  a 

fatal  internal  hemorrhage.  But  we  have  had  a 

! 

Bill  more  remarkable  cafe,  of  a  fimilar  kind, 
which  happened  lately  at  an  hofpital  in  this 
city,  of  a  woman  who  was  admitted  under  fuf- 
picion  of  a  dropfical  complaint,  but  was  difcd- 
vered  to  be  pregnant,  and  who,  after  fufFering 
infinite  diflrefs,  was  at  laft  deftroyed  by  the 
gradual  dilatation  of  the  left  Fallopian  tube, 
in  which  a  foetus  had  been  conceived,  and  had 
advanced  to  the  end  of  the  fifth  month  of  preg¬ 
nancy.  In  this  cafe,  although  the  foetus  had 
not  yet  burft  into  the  general  cavity,  yet  it  had 
rendered  the  tubal  fac  fo  thin  and  tender,  thit 
it  could  not  bear  handling,  but  gave  way  on 
one  fide  when  the  parts  were  taken  out  of  the 
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body,  fo  as  to  difcover  nearly  half  of  the  child. 
This  curious  preparation  is  now  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Watfon,  who  has  been  long  accuf* 
tomed  to  anatomical  inquiries,  and  who  means 
to  give  a  more  particular  account  of  it.  This 
cafe,  as  well  as  that  mentioned  by  Boehmer 
where  the  mother  died  when  the  child  had  only 
paffed  one  leg  through  the  lacerated  ovarium  in 
the  fourth  month,  may  fhew  us  that  the  haemorr¬ 
hage,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  immediate 
caufe  of  death  in  the  cafes  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  is  not  always  a  neceffary  circumflance, 
as  the  inexpreflible  anxiety,  pain,  fever,  and  in¬ 
flammation,  that  are  commonly  brought  on,  are 
of  themfelves  fufficient  to  deflroy. 

Though  this  burfling  of  the  festal  fac  will 
generally  take  place  before  the  end  of  the 
fourth  month,  and  that  more  readily  if  the 
conception  be  formed  in  the  ovarium,  which 
does  not  fo  eafily  yield  to  the  increafldg  bulk 
of  the  foetus,  yet  we  fee  that  conceptions  in  the 
Fallopian  tube  do  often  allow  of  a  greater  dila¬ 
tation  ;  nay,  we  are  told  of  fome  rare  cafes 
where  they  have  advanced,  in  this  fituation, 
till  the  full  term  of  pregnancy.  One  of  thefe 


*  Obferv.  Anat.  Fafcic.  I.  Fol. 
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is  quoted  by  Haller,  and  another  by  M.  1c 
Roux  of  Dijon  'f  ;  yet  M.  Baudelocque's 
account  of  the  matter  feems  to  me  to  be 
founded  on  good  obfervation. 

Though  the  cafe  of  a  foetus  making  its  way 
from  the  Fallopian  tube,  or  ovarium,  is  very 
commonly  fatal,  either  immediately,  or  in  its 
confequences,  yet  we  are  not  without  inftances 
where,  as  in  the  cafe  related  by  Mr.  Jacob , 
the  woman  has  furvived.  Pouteau  §  tells  us 
of  a  Madame  Claris,  who,  at  an  advanced  age, 
had  a  conception  formed  in  the  left  Fallopian 
tube.  In  this  cafe  all  the  foft  parts  of  the 
foetus  were  paffed  off  by  (tool,  and  the  bones, 

*  Obf.  fur  les  Pertes  de  Sang.  p.  24. 

t  It  appears,  notwithftanding  thefe  exceptions,  that  fh£ 
Fallopian  tube  cannot,  in  general,  fuftain  a  dilatation  greater 
than  is  fufficient  to  contain  an  infant  of  three  or  four  months* 
ai>d  that  it  is  at  this  period  that  the  foetus  ufually  perifhes  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  it  either  becomes  dry  or  putrid.  Sometimes  alf® 
the  tube  gives  way,  and  the  child  cfcapes  into  the  abdomen, 
where  it  undergoes  one  of  thefe  changes.  In  all  thefe  cafes 
the  fate  of  the  woman  is  different,  according  to  the  change 
the  child  undergoes.  She  may  live  a  long  time,  and  without 
her  health  being  much  affefted,  when  it  is  dried,  or  indurated* 
£s  it  were,  but  Ihe  will  certainly  feel  very  dangerous  effects 
when  putrefaction  takes  place. 

+  L’Art  des  Accouchemens,  Tbme  II.  p.  3x9* 

|  Melanges  de  Chirurgie,  p.  383, 
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after  deaths  were  found  lodged  in  the  tube, 
after  having  remained  there  feven  years  and.  a 
half.  During  the  whole  of  this  time  fhe  fuffer- 
ed  great  diflrefs  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
fhe  might  have  furvived  the  complete  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  foetal  bones,  had  it  been  pofiible  to 
prevail  on  her  to  take  the  lealt  care  of  her 
health, 

Cyprianus  formerly  publifhed  a  very  re¬ 
markable  cafe  of  a  lady  who  had  a  full  grown 
foetus,  which  had  been  originally  contained 
in  the  right  Fallopian  tube,  and  which  occa- 
iioned  an  abfcefs  in  the  abdominal  integuments, 
through  which  it  was  extracted,  in  the  twenty- 
firfi:  month  after  conception ;  and  the  patient 
recovered  fo  completely  as  to  be  afterwards 
the  mother  of  three  living  children, 

Bianchi'f'  mentions  the  cafe  of  a  woman, 
who,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  conceived  a 
child,  as  he  fuppofed,  under  the  external  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  left  Fallopian  tube,  which  appears 
to  have  burft  from  its  fac  in  the  fifth  month, 
and  to  have  occafioned  a  variety  of  complaints 

<• 

*  Hill.  Fetus  humani  falva  n?atrc  ex  tuba  excifi.  8vo, 
Leid.  1700. 

f  De  naturali  in  hum,  corp,  vitiofa  morbofaque  Genera® 
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in  the  flomach,  inteflines,  and  uterus,  till  the 
eighth,  when  Ihe  began  to  pafs  the  bones  by 
ffool,  and  continued  fo  to  do  for  the  five  fuc- 
ceeding  months.  She  furvived  their  total  ex* 
pillion  three  months,  and,  after  her  death, 
what  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  placenta,  was 
found  adhering  to  the  pofterior  part  of  the  ute¬ 
rus,  to  the  fimbrise  of  the  right  Fallopian  tube, 
and  to  the  colon,  where  a  pafTage  was  found 
through  which  the  bones  had  paiTed, 

As  the  poffibility  of  furviving  this  accident 
feems  to  be  well  afcertained,  I  hope  my  con- 
jedture  of  its  having  been  the  cafe  in  Mr.  Ja¬ 
cob’s  patient  may  not  be  deemed  very  impro¬ 
bable,  and  therefore  the  urging  more  reafons, 
or  quoting  more  inftances,  may  be  thought  un- 
necefTary  ;  but  as  I  am  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the 
female  conflitution  being  able,  by  the  powers 
of  nature  alone,  to  furvive  conceptions  of  this 
kind,  it  may  not  be  improper  juft  to  add  one 
inftance  of  the  other  method  by  which  we  have 
faid  nature  fometimes  evades,  as  it  were,  the 
fatal  confequences  that  would  otherwife  fol¬ 
low  - —  I  mean  that  in  which  the  child  dies  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  ovarium,  or  tube,  and  becomes  an 
indurated  mafs.  The  nature  of  this  fubftance, 
which  has  been  mentioned  under  different  ap¬ 
pellations. 
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pellations,  has  never  been  clearly  afcertairied  3 
all  thofe  inflances  of  it,  which  I  have  exa¬ 
mined,  confided  only  of  the  bony  and  cartila¬ 
ginous  parts  of  the  foetus  (the  foft  parts  ha¬ 
ving  been  previoufly  melted  down  and  carried 
off)  clofely  compreffed  together  in  a  faccul^  by 
the  furrounding  parts,  where  they  became  much 
drier  than  common  cartilage*  and  were  fome- 
times  firmly  united  by  animal  mucus,  which  was 
alfo  become  nearly  hard.  I  have  given  one 
very  lingular  inflance  of  this  kind,  from  Bian- 
chi,  in  the  former  part  of  this  paper,  and 
I  will  only  add  another,  which  we  find  men¬ 
tioned  by  Dr.  Fern  in  the  Philosophical  Tranf- 
adtions*,  who  tells  us,  that,  upon  opening  the 
body  of  a  woman  who  had  fuppofed  herfelf  to 
be  three  months  gone  with  child,  he  found  the 
womb  not  larger  than  it  is  ufually  found  in 
virgins,  but  a  hard  fubflance  in  the  right  Fallo¬ 
pian  tube,  which,  being  opened,  appeared  to 
be  the  Skeleton  of  an  infant,  with  the  navel 
firing  Smeared  round  with  a  white  fubflance  not 
unlike  plafler.  M.  Baudelocque  -j*  mentions  a 

very 

«  *  Vol.  XXI.  p.  hi. 

Nous  y  avons  rencontre  il  y  a  plufieurs  anriees,  une  rnaife 
•ofleufe  aflfez  informe,  entouree  dc  neuf  dents  bien  folides,  & 
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very  remarkable  appearance  in  the  ovarium,  of 
which  there  have  been  other  inftances.  Roe- 
derer  *  defcribes  alfo  a  peculiar  termination  of 
the  ovarian  conception3  but  of  which  I  have  not 

r 

met  with  any  other  inftance,  and  that  is,  its  oc¬ 
casioning  a  dropfy  of  the  ovarium,  and  that, 
after  tapping,  the  remains  of  a  fetus  were  ex¬ 
tracted  through  the  dilated  orifice. 

It  may  perhaps  be  expedted  that,  before  I 
conclude  this  fubjedt,  I  Ihould  fugged  a  few 
things  refpeCting  the  ufual  fymptoms  by  which 
we  may  diftinguifh  thefe  extra-uterine  concep¬ 
tions  ;  though,  in  general,  it  mult  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  in  the  early  months  they  are,  and 
mult  be,  attended  with  great  obfcurity,  as  none 
of  the  fymptoms,  faid  to  be  diftinguifhing,  can 
be  depended  on  till  we  are  able  to  determine 
the  exadt  date  of  the  uterus  by  examination. 

We  are  told  that  in  the  purely  ventral  con* 
ceptions  the  menftrua  continue  regular,  that  the 
ftomach  is  not  affeded  with  ficknefs  and  vo¬ 
miting,  and  that  there  is  no  fecretion  in  the 
breads  ;  but  all  thefe  circumdances  do  fome« 

,  i 

beaucoup  de  cheveux  entre  mcles  dans  line  grande  quantite 
de  matiere,  comme  butireufe.  —  L’Art  des  Accouchemens, 
Tome  TI.  p.  322. 

^  Elem.  Art,  Obftet,  Cap.  xxv.  §  758, 
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times  take  place  in  uterine  conceptions*-  lr^ 
however,  the  child  be  in  the  open  cavity,  it? 
will  certainly  give  lefs  pain  to  the  mother*.- 
will  feel  freer  in  its  motions,  and  be  more  rea¬ 
dily  diftingtfifhed  under  the  integuments ;  but 
as  it  increales  in  fise,  in  whatever  region  of  the 
abdomen  it  happens  to  be  fixed,  it  muft  always- 
©ccafion  painful  effects  to  thofe  vifeera  that  are 
expofed  to  its  compreffion  ;  fo  that  either  the 
action  of  the  ftomach,  liver,  inteftin.es,  kid- 
nies,  orbladder>  may  occafionally  be  much  de¬ 
ranged  by  an  increafing  tumor  of  this  kind. 

Conceptions  in  the  ova  id  a  or  Fallopian  tube# 
will  always,  be  confined  to  the  lower  region  of 
the  abdomen,  and  the  fwelling  will  always  begin 
on  one  fide,  and  muft  conftantly  be  attended 
with  fevere  and  increafing  pain,  which  is  laid  to 
be  more  acute  when  the  conception  is  in  the 
ovarium  than  when  it  is  in  the  tube.  In  thefe 
cafes  the  menfes  are  obffrudted,  and  the  milk 
fecreted,  as  in  the  cafe  of  uterine  conception. 
In  the  ventral  conceptions,  however,  it  may 
not  be  difficult  to  diftinguiih,  when  we  exa¬ 
mine  per  vaginam ,  that  the  uterus- is  empty; 
for  it  is  laid  to  be  enlarged  even  in  thefe  cafes : 
yet  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  determine  in 
early  pregnancy,  when. the  conception  is  in  the' 

ovarii 
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ovaria  or  tubes,  whether  it  is  uterine  or  not, 
as  there  mult  be  fome  degree  of  refinance  felt 
to  the  railing  up  of  the  uterus  ;  fo  that  it  can 
only  be  by  thofe  who  are  perfectly  accu  domed 
to  didinguiih  the  -feel  of  the  on  impregnated 
titer  us  that  this  can  be  determined.  As  the 
pregnancy  advances  the  cafe  will  become  clearer*, 
and  we  fhall  be  able,  by  degrees,  to  determine 
decifively  that  the  conception  is  not  uterine  ; 
and,  by  the  external  feel  and  appearance,  t© 
form  an  opinion  of  'the  actual  dtuation  of  the 
foetus. 

We  are  told  that  thefe  conceptions  fome- 
times  take  place  under  the  external  membrane 
of  the  ovarium  or  tube,  and  that  in  thefe  cafes 
the  dilatation  may  go  on  with  much  lefs  diffi¬ 
culty  to  the  mother  ;  but  we  want  accurate  did 
fedfions,  and  are  frequently  at  a  lofs  to  un¬ 
derhand  thofe  writers  who  attempt  to  be  the 
moil  particular  in  their  accounts  of  fuch  cafes* 
Fortunately,  however,  thefe  didindtions  fignify 
very  little  in  pradtice,  as  all  thefe  extraordina* 
ry  variations  of  nature,  in  this  bufinefs,  are  ad 
mod  equally  deplorable  and  unmanageable  by 
art,  till  nature  kindly  points  out  how  die  choofes 
to  be  relieved.  And  it  has  been  uniformly  ob- 
fared  in  all  thefe  cafes,  that  at  the  natural 
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term  of  pregnancy  there  is  always  an  effort  to 
expel  the  child,  which,  in  fome  cafes,  is  fre¬ 
quently  and  violently  repeated.  And  it  has 
been  alfo  obferved,  that  at  whatever  of  the  later 
months  the  child  dies,  there  commonly  follows 
a  flow  of  milk  to  the  breafts. 

From  the  cafes  I  have  adduced,  I  think  it 
appears  clearly  that  a  child,  remaining  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  is  fo  far  from  being 
neceffarily  a  fatal  accident,  that  it  does  not 
even  prevent  future  pregnancies,  and  confe- 
quent  natural  Tenths ;  nay,  we  farther  know, 
from  a  cafe  communicated  by  Dr.  Steiger- 
thall,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions  *,  that 
a  woman  has  lived  in  good  health  to  the  age 
of  ninety-four  with  a  full  grown  foetus  in  her 
abdomen  for  the  lafl  forty-iix  years  of  her 
life,  during  which  period  fhe  bore  two  other 
children.  But  what  is  ffill  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  we  have  good  reafon  to  be  affured  that 
women  have  not  only  for  a  confiderable  time 
furvived,  but  even  fometimes  recovered,  by  the 
powers  of  nature,  after  the  child  has  efcaped 
through  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  I  am,  there¬ 
fore,  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  when  this 

*  Vol.XXXI.  p.  12b, 
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accident  happens  at  any  period  of  pregnancy 
previous  to  the  complete  dilatation,  or  rather  to 
the  eafy  dilatability  of  the  natural  pafifages, 
the  mother  will  have  a  better  chance  for  life, 
if  left  to  the  refources  of  nature,  affifted  by 
palliative  remedies,  than  by  a  fpeedy  and  vio¬ 
lent  dilatation  of  the  parts,  and  an  extraction 
of  the  child  through  a  lacerated  uterus,  which 
Is  likely  (till  to  fuffer  more  by  fuch  an  opera¬ 
tion  in  a  conftitution  much  weakened,  and  at 
that  time  highly  irritable  from  pain,  anxiety* 
and  terror. 

I  have  myfelf  been  called  in  to  ten  cafes  of 
ruptured  uterus,  and  have  before  me  the  ac¬ 
count  of  many  others  attended  by  gentlemen 
of  the  fir  ft  abilities  and  experience.  Of  thefe 
much  the  greater  number  were  delivered  very 
foon  after  the  rupture  took  place*;  but  in  no 
inftance  have  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
mother  furvived  a  longer  time  than  fhe  would 
have  done  if  left  entirely  to  nature  ;  and  were  I 
to  prefume  to  conjecture  from  the  cafes  of  this 
kind  that  have  occurred  to  me,  I  would  fay 
hardly  fo  long. 


'f-  Delivery  was  effeded  in  all  the  cafes  where  a  fpeedy 
death  did  not  render  it  unnecefiary. 
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1  could  eafily  give  a  number  of  cafes  to 
which  I  have  been  witnefs,  in  fupport  of  this 
opinion,  but  none  fcronger  than  the  one  which 
happened  to  a  patient  of  my  late  worthy  friend 
Dr.  Bromfield,  whofe  caution,  fagacity,  and  ex¬ 
perience,  were  well  known  to  many  of  his  bre¬ 
thren.  Whilft  he  was  patiently  attending  the 
natural  labour  (which  had  not  laded  long)  of  a 
lady  who  had  a  well-formed  pelvis,  and  had 
been  the  mother  of  feveral  living  children,  on 
a  fudden  his  patient  gave  an  uncommon  fcream, 
and,  on  examination,  he  found  that  the  uterus 
had  given  way,  and  the  child  efcaped  beyond 
his  reach.  This  happened  when  the  paflages 
were  fully  dilated,  and  when  the  head  of  the 
child  was  at  the  os  externum,  fo  that  the  deli¬ 
very  feemed  to  be  nearly  accompliihed.  No 
very  alarming  fymptoms  immediately  followed 
the  accident ;  and  the  patient  was  very  cauti- 
joufly,  and  with  great  eafe,  delivered  of  a  child 
that  feemed  to  have  been  fome  time  dead. 
This  was  done  by  the  advice  of  five  phylicians 
of  experience,  three  or  four  hours  after  the 
accident,  but  fhe  furvived  the  delivery  only 
thirty-fix  hours. 

It  may,  however,  be  confldered  as  a  good 
general  doftrine,  that  in  ail  cafes  of  labour 

rendered 


C  39  3 

rendered  dangerous  by  flooding,  convulfiori^ 
or  rupture  of  the  uterus,  the  delivery  of  the 
child,  when  the  ftate  of  the  natural  paflages 
will  allow  its  being  done  without  violence,  is 
a  deiirable  circumftanee,  on  account  of  the 
prejudice  of  the  world*  and  of  the  patient  her- 
felf,  in  favour  of  delivery ;  belides  the  bet¬ 
ter  chance  of  recovery  it  may  fometimes  give* 
Eut  from  all  I  have  been  able  to  obferve,  d li¬ 
ving  a  number  of  years,  I  am  fully  inclined  to* 
believe  that  a  violent  and  fpeedy  delivery  is  not 
the  fafefl  practice  ;  and  though  in  the  cafes  of 
haemorrhage  there  may  be  more  frequent  and 
urgent  reafons  for  it,  yet  I  am  certain  that 
great  difcrimination  and  caution  are  neceflary 
even  irf  thefe  ;  but  in  cafes  of  convulfions  1 
can  fpeak  with  more  certainty* 

In  October,  1779,  I  had  the  honour  to  lay 
before  the  Society  of  Phylicians,  Licentiates  of 
the  College  of  London,  an  eftimate  of  the 
events  of  convulfion  cafes,  taken  with  tolera- 
ble  accuracy  from  mod  of  thofe  on  record,  as 
well  as  from  a  pretty  large  number  I  had  my- 
fe If  been  witnefs  to.  From  thefe  it  appeared 
that  a  greater  number  of  thofe  women  reco¬ 
vered  who  had  not  been  delivered,  by  violent 
dilatation,  than  of  thofe  who  had;  and  that  de-' 
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livery,  fometimes,  had  not  even  cured  the  con* 
vulfions,  much  lefs  faved  the  patient. 

With  regard  to  ruptures  of  the  uterus,  I  was 
fil'd;  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  by  a  remark¬ 
able  indance  of  fuch  an  acccident  which  oc¬ 
curred  fpontaneoudy,  at  an  early  period  of  la¬ 
bour,  before  the  os  uteri  was  dilated,  and  at  a 
time  when  nature  feemed  to  have  exerted  fo  lit¬ 
tle  violence  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  even 
to  conjecture  how  it  could  have  happened. 

This  very  unfortunate  and  unexpected  occur¬ 
rence  induced  me  to  edimate  the  confequences 
of  all  the  variety  of  the  accidents  of  this  kind* 
which  either  my  reading,  my  information,  or 
my  practice,  could  furnidi  me  with.  From 
this  inquiry  I  was  led  to  believe  that  my  patient 
(the  fil'd;  I  had  then  heard  of,  in  this  country* 
who  had  been  known  to  furvive  fuch  an  accident 
for  fo  long  a  time  as  twenty-fix  days)  would 
have  had  a  better  chance  of  recovery,  if,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  Hunter, 
Dr.  Bromfield,  and  Mr.  Graves,  joined  to  my 
own.  Hie  had  been  left  to  the  refources  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  indead  of  having  a  child,  known  to  be 
dead,  dragged,  through  the  lacerated  uterus,  by 
the  exertions  necefiary  to  edeCt  the  dilatation 
and  extraction  :  but,  unfortunately,  we  were 

over- 


over-ruled.  Her  lymptoms,  not  apparently 
mortal  before,  weref;  certainly  not  relieved  by 
delivery.  She  died  on  the  twenty-third  day  af¬ 
ter  the  extraction,  and  her  body  exhibited  all 
the  appearances  of  peritonaea!  inflammation, 
which  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to  fufpeCt 
took  place  after  that  period. 

As  there  are  repeated  inftances  to  prove  that 
a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  near  the  full  time,  is 
not  always,  of  itfelf,  neceflarily  a  fatal  acci¬ 
dent,  I  hope  I  am  juflified  in  prefuming  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  had  my  patient  been  kept  perfectly 
quiet,  the  non-naturals  been  attended  to,  and  oc¬ 
casional  fymptoms  obviated,  fhe  would  have  had 
a  better  chance  from  the  refources  of  nature. 

It  has  not  yet  appeared  from  any  one  cafe 
1  am  acquainted  with,  that  the  mother’s  life 
has  been  faved,  by  a  delivery,  where  a  violent 
dilatation  of  the  natural  paflages  was  neceflary; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  almofl  all  have  died 
who  have  been  delivered  fpeedily,  even  when 
this  has  been  done  with  very  little  trouble. 
Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  feveral  have  fur- 
vived  when  they  have  been  entirely  let  alone*, 
But  the  faCt  really  is,  that  thofe  cafes  in  which 
an  opportunity  for  deliberation  is  allowed  of, 
are  unfortunately  as  rare  as  they  are  dangerous, 
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the  accident  mod  commonly  taking  place  at 
a  time  when  the  labour  is  very  far  advanced, 
and  when  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  is 
totally  or  nearly  completed ;  in  which  fitua- 
tion,  if  we  find  it  can  be  done  with  eafe,  there 
are  many  reafons,  prudential  as  well  as  feien- 
tific,  to  determine  us  to  relieve  the  patient’s 
mind,  and  the  minds  of  her  friends,  as  well  as 
to  free  the  abdomen  from  this  extraneous  body. 
But  were  we  even  convinced  that  her  chance  for 
life  would  be  better  by  refraining  to  add  vio¬ 
lence  to  violence,  this  oppofition  to  general  pre¬ 
judice  can  only  be  effected  in  patients  whofe  ap- 
prehenfions  we  can  quiet,  with  friends  whofe 
reafons  we  can  convince,  and  by  the  authority 
of  reputations  fo  eftablifhed  for  judgement,  ex¬ 
perience,  and  humanity,  that  no  blame  can  be 
incurred,  whatever  may  be  the  event. 

To  thofe  who  have  confidered  this  fubjedl  it 
will  appear  clear,  that  no  part  of  this  reafoning 
will  apply  to  any  of  thofe  cafes  where  a  lace'ra* 
lion  of  the  vagina,  or  of  any  part  of  the  cervix, 
takes  place  after  the  complete  dilatation  of  the 
os  uteri,  fo  that  no  violence  becomes  neceflary 
in  order  to  introduce  the  hand  :  and  this  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  have  been  precifely  the  cafe 
in  almoft  all  thofe  fortunate  inltances  where 
f  the 
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the  patients  recovered  after  a  fpeedy  delivery* 
It  is  perfectly  well  eftablifhed,  by  experience^ 
that  lacerations  of  the  vagina  and  cervix  uteri, 
though  always  dangerous,  do  frequently  hap¬ 
pen  with  impunity  ;  and  this  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  to  me  by  inftances  to  which  the  late 
Doctors  Hunter,  Harvie,  John  Fordyce,  and 
feveral  other  eminent  practitioners,  have  been 
witnefs ;  and  I  could  eafily  quote  inftances  of  re¬ 
covery  after  lacerations  of  the  uterus,  very  limi- 
lar  to  thofe  mentioned  by  Peu*  and  Dr.  Ha¬ 
milton  'f ;  or  to  that  where  the  cervix  uteri 
had  been  violently  torn,  as  defcribed  by  an 
eminent  practitioner  in  Dorfetfhire  in  a  letter  to 
the  late  Dr.  Hunter,  which  the  latter  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  Society  of  Phyftcians,  and  which 
having  never  been  publifhed,  I  ftiall  here  men¬ 
tion  more  particularly,  and  as  a  farther  ptoof 
of  what  I  have  aflerted. 

This  cafe  happened  in  the  year  1777*  The 
labour  had  been  tedious  and  fatiguing,  and  the 
os  uteri  being  very  flow  in  dilating,  the  forceps 
were  prematurely  attempted  to  be  applied,  and 
the  fir  ft  blade  was  violently  introduced  through 

*  Pratique  des  Accoucheinens,  p.  34  s9 
f  Outlines  of  Midwifery,  p.  344, 
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the  undilated  mouth  of  the  uterus.  In  the  raili 
and  forcible  attempt  to  introduce  the  fecond 
blade,  it  was  forced  through  the  fubdance  of  the 
Cervix  uteri,  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  at  that 
part  where  it  is  inferred  into  the  vagina,  and  the 
blades  being  locked,  the  head  was  attempted  to 
be  extracted  by  main  force.  The  torment  oc*? 
cafioned  by  this  violent  and  rafh  operation  was 
too  excruciating  to  be  endured.  Another  prac¬ 
titioner  was  immediately  called  in,  who,  did 
covering  the  head  of  the  fcetus  protruding 
through  the  artificial  opening,  and  enlarging 
the  laceration  towards  the  fundus  uteri  at  each 
return  of  pain,  thought  proper  to  divide  the 
os  uteri,  and  to  lay  both  openings  into  one. 
By  a  few  more  drong  pains  the  patient  was 
delivered,  and  die  recovered  without  a  Tingle 
dangerous  fymptom  of  any  kind  fupervening. 

That  lacerations  of  the  vagina  and  cervix 
uteri  (which,  at  the  period  of  complete  dilata- 
•  lion,  are  to  be  confidered  as  one  canal)  fhould 
be  much  lefs  dangerous  than  fuch  as  happen 
higher  up,  may  be  probably  accounted  for  by 
the  much  freer  difcharge  which  the  blood,  fe- 
-  rum,  and  pus,  can  have  out  of  the  body. 

I  need  not  add  to  the  number  of  cafes,  in 
which  it  has  been  found  that  the  ceryix  uteri  rpay 
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be  Injured  with  Impunity,  thofe  very  remark¬ 
able  ones  in  which  there  has  been  a  neceflity, 
from  fome  mal-conformation,,  to  open  the  os 
uteri,  by  incifion,  at  the  time  of  labour,  in  fe¬ 
ver  al  of  which  we  know  children  have  been 
happily  delivered  with  perfect  fafetv  to  the 
mother. 

It  is  by  no  means  neceifary  to  enter  into  any 
reafoning  refpedting  the  fkuation  of  the  rupture 
in  the  cafe  fo  accurately  defcribed  by  Dr.  Dou¬ 
glas*,  or  to  determine  whether  Mr.  Golafon  is 
right  or  wrong  in  fuppofing~j~  this  cafe  to  have 
been  only  a  rupture  of  the  vagina.  One  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  remarkably  diflinguifhes 
the  cafe  which  occurred  to  Mr.  Goldfon  from 
that  defcribed  by  Dr.  Douglas.  In  the  former, 
the  bladder  was  ruptured,  and  in  the  latter  it 
was  not,  which,  I  think,  renders  it  more  than 


*  Obfervations  on  an  extraordinary  Cafe  of  ruptured  Ute- 
ms.  2vo.  Londo»,  1785.  -—See  alio  Vol.  VI.  of  this 
Journal,  p.  9  1 . 

f  In  a  work,  entitled  “An  extraordinary  Cafe  of  lacerated 
ei  Vagina,  at  the  full  Period  of  Geftation ;  with  Obfervations., 
u  tending  to  ihew  that  many  Cafes  related  as  Ruptures  of  the* 
<JS  Uterus  have  been  Lacerations  of  the  Vagina.”  Svo.  Lon¬ 
don,  1787. 
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probable*  that  though  both  the  ruptures  might 
be  tranfverle  and  low  down*  yet  that  in  the 
cafe  defcribed  by  Dr.  Douglas*  the  rupture  was 
higher  than  in  the  other.  From  the  account  Dr, 
Douglas  has  given  of  this  cafe,  I  find  it  to  have 
been  of  that  kind  that  required  n  artificial  db 
latation  to  effedt  the  delivery,  his  hand  having 
been  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen*  and  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  inteftines  and  bodv  of  the  child* 
before  he  knew  precifely  what  the  cafe  was. 
In  that  fituation  there  could  be  neither  oceafion 
box  time  for  hefitation,  and  he  certainly  de¬ 
cided  right  in  bringing  the  feet  down  with  him. 
Nothing  could  be  better  managed*  or  more 
fortunate;  but  it  requires  nor-eafoning to  prove 
that  neither  from  this  cafe,  nor  from  any  of  the 
other  fortunate  ones  before  mentioned,  can  a 
rule  of  practice  be  derived  as  to  the  mode  of 
treatment  when  the  rupture  takes  place  whilft 
the  parts  remain  in  a  great  degree  undilated  ; 
for  which  reafon  what  I  have  fuggefled,  as  the 
lafcft  method  in  fuch  fituations,  remains  pre¬ 
cifely  as  if  no  fuch  cafes  had  ever  happened. 

The  practice  of  fpeedy  delivery  is  neither 
new  nor  untried.  It  is  the  obvious*  and  it  has 
been  the  common  pradHce ;  but  it  has  gene¬ 
rally 
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rally  been  unfuccefsful  * :  and  the  contrary  me¬ 
thod,  as  it  oppofes  common  prejudices,  which, 
are  always  on  the  fide  of  delivery,  has  been 
hitherto  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion) 
very  unpopular.  I  would  only  wifh  to  awaken 
the  minds  of  the  judicious  and  candid  to  a  con** 
iideration  of  the  moil  probable  chance  of  life 
to  the  mother  in  fc  defperate  a  fituation.  I 
hope  I  need  not  recommend  the  refraining  from 
all  operative  methods,  when  the  rupture  takes 
place  at  any  period  of  pregnancy,  whilft  the 
uterus  remains  fealed  up,  as  it  were,  and  whillfc 
the  cervix  uteri  remains  unobliterated;  though 
it  is  difficult  to  fuppofe  that  any  one,  pofieffed 
of  even  the  flighted;  knowledge  of  the  practice 
of  midwifery,  would  venture  to  attempt  to  force 
open  the  uterus  at  fuch  a  period,  yet  fuch  at¬ 
tempts  are  much  to  be  feared  from  the  daring 

*  In  the  Colle&anea  Socletatis  Havnienlis,  Vol.  II.  p. 
&03,  there  is  a  remarkable  cafe  of  a  fpontaneous  rupture  of  the 
cervix  uteri  and  vagina  on  the  right  fide,  through  which 'the 
child  efcaped,  and  in  which,  delivery,  though  immediately  ef« 
fedted,  did  not  long  protract  the  mother’s  life,  who  died  the  next 
day  :  and  we  find  a  fecond  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  32:6,  where 
the  rupture  feems  to  have  been  occafioned  by  violent  attempts 
to  turn  the  child,  and  where  delivery,  though  immediately  ef- 
fe£led,  did  not  obviate  the  mod  dreadful  fymptoms,  which 
came  on  fpeedily,  and,  notwithftandirig  the  mod  judicious  eat* 
estions,  became  fatal  in  three  months. 

and 


/ 


I 


C  43  ] 

and  inexperienced*  if  fpeedy  delivery  be  incul¬ 
cated  as  giving  the  belt  chance  of  recovery  in 
all  cafes  where  the  uterus  is  ruptured.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  by  an  over  caution,  ap¬ 
proaching  to  timidity,  patients  may  fometimes 
be  fuffiered  to  die  who  would  probably  recover 
by  a  bolder  pradtice.  But  this  is  not  the  com¬ 
mon  fault  of  the  young  and  inexperienced  ; 
for  in  them  we  more  generally  find  a  natural 
jropenfitv  to  activity,  and  a  defire  to  affift, 
which*  in  midwifery,  is  infinitely  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous  extreme ;  and  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  caution  and  the  leaving  much  to  nature, 
which  are  fo  effentially  neceffiary  in  this  prac¬ 
tice,  are  the  ufual  effedts  of  age  and  experience, 
and  are  certainly  the  belt  general  rules,  though 
not  without  exceptions  with  refpedt  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  which  ought  only  to  be  made  from  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  found  judgement,  matured  by  accurate 
observation. 

I  will  venture  to  go  flill  farther,  and  to  de¬ 
clare,  though  with  the  utmoft  diffidence,  that 
if  I  could  be  affured  of  the  child's  being  alive,  I 
would  join  in  opinion  with  Bartholine,  Aflruc, 
Roederer,  Plenck,  Levret,  Baudelocque,  and 

.A  < 

many  others,  that  it  appears  to  be  a  fafer  method, 
and  likely  to  give  the  woman  a  better  chance  , 
of  recovery,  to  divide  the  parictes  of  the  abdo¬ 
men. 
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rtlen,  and  extradt  the  child  in  that  way,  than 
to  rilk  a  forcible  dilatation  and  increafed  lace¬ 
ration  of  the  uterus.  I  will  beg  leave  to  fub- 

.  ink  my  authorities  for  hazarding  this  opinion 
with  refpedt  to  a  practice  which  has  not,  fo 
far  as  I  know,  been  adopted  in  this  country. 
Firft,  then,  Bartholine  fays,  “  Facilior  omni- 
**  no  hie  nafeendi  modus  periti  chirurgi  manu 
€S  adminillratus,  qui  noltras  fasminas  terret,  fee- 
iC  tionis  iflius  ignaras,  minorique  dolorijunc- 
<c  tus,  quum  citius  levi  vulneri  abdomen  aperi- 
atur,  quam  naturales  partes  dilacerentur 
Altruc-h  tells  us  that  a  German  phyfician 
(whom  he  does  not  name)  has  written  a  very 
good  differtation  on  ruptured  uteri,  in  which 
he  propofes  to  extradt  the  child  by  dividing 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen ;  and  this  me¬ 
thod  Aitruc  highly  approves  of  in  cafes  where 
the  child  has  previoully  efcaped  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  cavity.  He  allures  us  that  if  this  opera¬ 
tion  is  performed  as  foon  as  the  mother  can 
bear  it,  and  when  Ihe  has  recovered  the  imme¬ 
diate  flurry  of  the  accident,  it  will  certainly 
fave  the  child,  and  very  probably  the  mother 
alfo ;  it  being  well  known  that  ruptures  of  the 
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uterus  are  not  of  themfelves  always  incurable* 
and  this  operation  being  no  more  than  a  fimplc 
incifton  of  the  integuments. 

Roederer,  in  his  Elements  Artis  Obftetrb 
ciae  expreffes  this  opinion  very  ftrongly. 
*£  Quoties  integer  foetus,  vel  faltem  cum  ca* 
pile  truncus,  prouti  frequentifiime  accidit, 
*£  extra  uteri  cavum  propulfus  eft,  fola  abdo- 
u  minis  matura  apertio  matri  forfan  et  feetui 
££  vitam  fervare  poteft.  Utero,  contufione, 
u  gangrtena  fphacelove,  tit  folet,  corrupto, 
*c  debitis  remediis,  utcunque  poterit,  me  die  us 
S£  profpiciatA 

Plenck  is  of  the  fame  opinion  :  — c:  Si  vero 
■6  foetus  per  uteri  vulnus  invenitur  toties  in 
<c  abdomine  elapfus,  tunc  gaftrotomia  indiea- 
retur,  lit  foetus  pofiet  educi ;  at  ut  pluri- 
£*  mum  peftimorum  fymptomatum,  et  mortis 
*£  inftantis  prsefentia  quemlibet  ab  operatione 
u  deterrent  'f” 

Van  Doeveren  advifes,  if  the  child  efcapes 
through  the  ruptured  uterus  alive,  that  it  iliould 
immediately  be  faved  by  opening  the  parietes 
of  the  abdomen. 

*  Cap.  xxv.  §.  767. 
f  Elem.  Art.  Obf,  p.  i2<)« 
f  Obf,  Acad. 

It 
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It  would  be  eafy  to  multiply  authorities,  if 
theie  could  prove  any  thing.  Suffice  it  to  fay, 
that  this  is  the  prefent  method  of  practice  in 
France,  Germany,  and  the  Low  Countries, 
edabliffied  on  what  is  there  conceived  to  be  the 
ted  of  experience ;  in  proof  of  which  we  need 
only  look  into  M.  Raudelocque,  one  of  the 
lated  and  bed  of  the  French  writers,  and  at 
this  time  one  of  the  mod  popular  teachers  and 
practitioners  at  Paris.  In  his  “  Art  des  Ac- 
f6  couchemens,”  treating  of  the  cafe  where  the 
child  has  only  made  its  way  partially  through 
the  uterus,  he  fays,  that  dividing  the  integu¬ 
ments  of  the  lower  belly  is  as  manifedly  indi¬ 
cated  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  as  in  thofe  where 
the  child  has  pufhed  its  way  entirely  into  the 
general  cavity.  We  can,  he  obferves,  conceive 
but  too  clearly  to  what  danger  we  ffiall  expofe 
a  woman  in  endeavouring  to  turn  a  child,  of 
which  the  greated  part  has  already  paffed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  red  re¬ 
mains  drongly  grafped  by  the  lacerated  ute¬ 
rus.  Some  modern  furgeons,  he  adds,  lefs 
timid  than  Saviard  and  many  others,  have  al¬ 
ready,  by  gadrotomy,  preferved  the  life  of 
the  mother,  and,  had  they  been  called  in 
time,  would,  he  thinks,  mod  probably  have 

G  2  fecured 
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fecured  that  of  the  child  alfo.  In  proof  of 
this  affertion,  he  quotes  a  cafe  communicated 
in  the  Journal  de  Medecine  for  May,  1768,  by 
M.  Thibault  de  Bois,  Surgeon  at  Mans,  of  a 
woman  through  whofe  uterus  the  infant  had 
burft  when  the  labour  was  far  advanced,  and 
every  thing  promifed  a  happy  delivery.  On  the 
very  fame  day  M.  Thibault,  in  the  pre fence  of 
four  of  his  brethren,  extracted  the  child,  which 
was  dead,  along  with  the  placenta,  through  an 
incifion  of  the  abdominal  integuments.  The 
woman  recovered  without  any  bad  accident, 
was  able  to  return  thanks  at  church  on  the 
thirtieth  day  after  the  operation,  and  had  con¬ 
tinued  in  perfedt  health,  though  at  the  time  of 
his  writing  the  account  fhe  had  not  menftrua? 
ted.  M.  Baudelocque  farther  adds,  that  he 
makes  no  doubt  but  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery  will  publifh  a  fimilar  cafe,  communi¬ 
cated  by  a  furgeon  of  Orleans,  on  whom  they 
bellowed  one  of  their  lefler  medals  fome  years 
ago,  he  having  been  happy  enough  (and  with 
perfedt  fafety  to  the  mother)  to  fave,  by  this 
operation,  a  child,  which,  after  a  long  labour, 
had  burft  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
The  fame  writer  farther  fays,  that  this  opera¬ 
tion  is  not  only  neceffary  to  give  a  paffage  to  the 

"  '  '  ’*  child. 
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child,  but  alfo  to  the  blood  and  water  extrava- 
fated  in  the  lower  belly.  He  confiders  it  as  a 
much  eaficr  operation  than  the  Caefarean*  and 
the  cafe  as  not  more  dangerous,'  as  wounds  in 
the  uterus,  though  made  by  rupture,  are  not  ef- 
fentially  mortal,  and  do  not  require  more  care 
than  when  made  by  a  cutting  inftrument. 
Speaking  of  La  Motte  and  others,  who  have 
extracted  the  child  through  a  ruptured  uterus, 
by  the  natural  paffages,  he  fays,  “  Although, 
this  operation  is  not  always  impoflible,  yet 
he  does  not  quote  thefe  cafes  as  examples 
$c  that  ought  to  be  followed.’9 

M.  Jacob,  in  his  Ecole  Pratique  des  Accou- 
chemens*,  publifhed  in  1785  at  Ghent,  re¬ 
commends  this  operation  as  the  only  thing  to 
be  done  to  fave  both  mother  and  child,  when 
the  latter  has  efcaped  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab¬ 
domen,  and  infinuates  that  in  that  part  of  Eu» 
rupe  it  has  not  been  found  dangerous  j-. 

M.  Tenon,  Member  of  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
mies  of  Sciences  and  Surgery,  and  Surgeon  to 

^  Page  a  i  5 . 

*J-  May  not.  the  cafe  mentioned  in  the  London  Medical 
Jburnal,  (Vols.  VI.  and  VII.)  of  the  negro  woman  who  per¬ 
formed  the  Caefarean  operation  on  herfelf,  and  an  inftance  at 
Hamburgh,  of  its  being  performed  by  a  bull’s  horn,  Ihew  us 
that  in  fome  conftitutions  this  operation  is  not  fatal? 

the 
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the  Salpetriere  Hofpital  at  Paris,  equally  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  learning  and  long  experience,  in¬ 
formed  me,  when  lately  in  this  country,  that, 
in  all  extra-uterine  cafes,  and  in  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  where  the  child  has  burfl,  either 
wholly  or  partially,  through  the  uterus,  the 
French  accoucheurs  conftantly  extract  it  through 
the  divided  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  and  that 
they  coniider  this  as  by  much  the  fafelt  practice. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  the  Caefarean  operation 
is  lefs  fuccefsful  in  this  country  than  it  is  in 
France,  becaufe  we  defer  it  too  long ;  and  he 
allured  me  that  iince  their  full  pradtiiing  this 
operation,  in  the  time  of  Bauhin,  ftventy-eight 
■women  have  been  faved  by  it  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  of  Paris.  From  this  account,  which 
I  have  repeatedly  received  from  M.  Tenon, 
added  to  thofe  inilances  of  fuccefs  which  I 
have  had  occafion  to  mention  in  my  inquiry 
into  the  events  of  extra-uterine  cafes  and  rup¬ 
tures  of  the  uterus,  I  read  with  lefs  furprife 
feveral  recent  accounts  of  extraordinary  reco¬ 
veries  after  operations  feemingly  the  moil  de¬ 
fy  crate,  which  have  been  publifhed  in  the 
French  Memoirs  and  Journals.  For  inilance, 
in  the  Journal  de  Medeclne  for  Auguil,  1786^ 
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we  have  an  account  of  the  total  extirpation  of 
the  uterus;  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Me¬ 
dical  Society  at  Paris  another  of  the  total 
extirpation  of  the  ovarium  ;  and  in  the  fame 
work  we  have  an  account  of  two  fuccefsful  Cav¬ 
iare  an  operations^.  In  fpite  of  all  this,  however, 
when  I  confider  how  very  unfuccefsful  the  Car¬ 
fare  an  operation  has  been  in  this  illand,  under 
the  belt  management,  and  when  I  farther  con- 
fider  how  extremely  hazardous  we  find  all  ex- 
pofures,  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  air,  to  be,  I  own  I  think  that  even  the  lim- 
pler  excifion  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  ought  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  had  recourfe  to  but  where  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  hope,  from  the  abfence  of  inflammation,, 
and  other  dangerous  fymptoms,  that  the  mo¬ 
ther’s  life  may  be  faved  by  it ;  or  where  there 
is  almoft  a  certainty  of  preferving  the  child  :  as 
this  expedient  appears  to  me,  while  the  natural 

t 

paffages  are  undilated,  to  be  not  only  a  more  pro¬ 
bable  method  to  fave  the  child,  but  even  a  lefs 
hazardous  one  for  the  life  of  the  mother.  And 
though  it  mull  be  acknowledged  that,  in  this 
country  at  leall,  the  prefervation  of  the  mother 
feems  moll  likely  to  be  effected  by  abilaining 
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from  all  violence,  yet  it  may  deferve  confidera- 
tion  whether  the  chance  this  may  give  of  a 
fpeedy  cure,  may  not  be  preferable  to  that  long- 
protra&ed  mifery,  and  diftrefs,  which  the  un¬ 
happy  woman  muft  undergo  from  a  child  re¬ 
maining  long  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
even  if  five  fiiould  be  fortunate  enough  to  fur- 
vive  its  expulfion  through  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen,  or  by  the  inteftines,  fo  many  inilances 
of  which  I  have  had  occafion  to  relate. 

Though  fudden  ruptures  of  the  cervix  uteri 
may  be  often  lets  dangerous  than  thofe  near 
the  fundus,  yet  there  is  one  caufe  of  tranverfe 
divifion  of  the  uterus,  which,  whether  delivery 
be  performed  or  not,  is,  I  believe,  always  fa¬ 
tal- — I  mean  where  the  texture  of  the  uterus  is 
defiroved,  and  inflammation  and  mortification 
brought  on  by  the  prefliire,  during  labour,  of 
the  projecting  procefs  of  the  os  iacrtim,  or  fharp 
ridges  of  the  os  pubis,  or  ilia,  in  a  narrow  pel¬ 
vis,  againit  the  head  or  breech  of  the  child.1 
Of  this  I  faw  a  very  remarkable  in  fiance  in 
Augufi,  1786.  A  woman,  with  a  narrow  pel¬ 
vis,  had,  at  the  full  time,  a  breech  prefenta- 
tion,  and  though  fire  did  not  fuffer  the  firong 
comprefling  pains  of  labour  more  than  twelve 
hours,  yet,  at  the  end  of  that  period,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  os  uteri  was  completely  dilated,  the 
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whole  fore  part  of  the  cervix  uteri  feparated 
from  fide  to  fide.  This  was  owing  to  the  p ref¬ 
ill  re  of  the  large  breech  of  the  child  againll 
the  fharp  ridges  of  the  ilia  and  pubis.  The 
child  palfed  into  the  general  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  and  a  foot  prefented. 

In  lefs  than  two  hours  after  the  accident  the 
child  was  extracted,  dead,  and  with  no  other 
difficulty  than  what  was  occafioned  by  the  nar~ 
rownefs  of  the  pelvis ;  but  the  woman  furvived 
the  delivery  only  five  hours. 

The  pollerior  part  of  the  cervix  uteri  was 
found  to  be  worn  through  by  a  large  projection 
of  the  fa c rum,  which  was  angular  and  lharp, 
but  not  fo  much  fo  as  the  internal  fuperior  ridge 
of  the  os  pubis  and  ilia,  which  refembled  the 
edge  of  an  ivory  folder,  and  had  cut  the  uterus 
through  in  the  manner  a  ligature  does  a  po¬ 
lypus. 

In  all  cafes  where  divifion  of  the  uterus  is 
occafioned  by  preceding  compreffion  and  mor¬ 
tification,  I  confider  the  fate  of  the  woman  as 
determined  before  that  accident  takes  place. 
This  may  explain  how  comparatively  Ihort  a 
time  fome  women  can  bear  the  compreffion  of 
a  head  or  breech  in  the  narrow  pelvis  to  what 
others  can,  and  how  fudden  the  fate  of  many 

H  mull 


[  58  ] 

muft  be  after  fuch  a  rupture*  This  ought  to 
lead  us,  if  poflible,  to  afcertain,  as  well  as  we 
can,  in  the  earlier  period  of  labour,  not  only 
the  fize,  but  the  conformation  of  the  narrow 
pelvis,  and  whether  there  be  any  fharp  an¬ 
gles,  in  which  cafe  compreflion  is  always  to  be 
dreaded. 

To  mention  that  we  are  ever  to  watch  atten¬ 
tively,  and  to  obviate,  by  every  poflible  means, 
all  caufes  of  inflammation  during  labour,  or  to 
fay  that  inflammation  begun  before  or  during 
labour,  is  always  highly  dangerous,  and  com¬ 
monly  fatal,  is  faying  only  what  all  experienced 
practitioners  muft  have  obferved.  But  to  awa¬ 
ken  the  attention  of  the  unexperienced  to  the 
ftate  of  the  pulfe  and  concomitant  fymptoms, 
in  laborious  cafes,  is  important,  as  we  muft 
often  be  determined  by  thefe  as  much  as  by 
the  fituation  of  the  child,  what  is  proper  to  be 
done.  If  ever  a  woman  has  any  chance  from 
nature,  in  a  ruptured  uterus,  it  muft  be  where 
no  inflammation  has  preceded  the  accident ;  and 
the  prevention  of  fuch  irritation  as  is  capable 
of  exciting  this,  is  the  precife  reafon  why  l 
think  her  being  let  alone,  or  the  dividing  the 
integuments  of  the  abdomen,  is  giving  her  the 
fceft  chance. 
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Thefe  obfervations  being  only  offered  with  a 
view  to  the  improvement  of  the  practice  of 
midwifery,  I  have  Hill  one  farther  caution  to 
add,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  a  method  pro- 
pofed  by  feveral  refpeCtable  authors  for  pre¬ 
venting  ruptures  of  the  uterus*  They  tell  us, 
that  when  from  the  fenfation  of  exquilite  pain 
in  any  one  particular  part  of  the  uterus,  or 
when  there  is  any  particular  obftruCtion  of  the 
paffages  which  may  probably  give  occafion  to 
long-protraCted,  violent,  and  ineffectual  throes, 
or  when  there  is  any  thing  that  appears  to  us  fo 
peculiar  in  the  nature  of  the  labour,  or  the 
conftitution  of  the  woman,  (which  it  is  allowed 
to  be  very  difficult  to  defcribe)  that  fhall  in¬ 
duce  us  to  fufpeCt  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  likely 
to  happen,  we  are  directed  in  that  cafe  to 
precipitate  the  delivery  by  turning  the  child* 

Now,  befides  the  general  objections,  which 
always  fubhft  againft  turning  a  child,  where 
the  head  prefents  in  a  contracted  uterut,  after 
the  waters  have  been  fome  time  paffed  off;  as  I 
prefume  the  fymptoms  threatening  rupture  can 
never  be  obferved,  or  even  fufpeCted,  before  the 
child  is  clofely  embraced  by  the  Itrong  con¬ 
tractions  of  the  uterus,  I  ffiould  fear  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  dilate  it,  and  turn  the  child  in  fuch 
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e4rcumftances,  would  be  precifely  Incurring  the 
greateft  danger  of  the  very  accident  we  mean 
to  prevent. 

Every  body  knows  that  to  turn  a  child,  in  a 
ftrongly  contracted  uterus,  is  at  all  times  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  danger  of  a  rupture ;  how 
much  more  muft  it  be  fo,  when,  from  any  pre¬ 
indicating  fymptoms,  or  circumftances,  how¬ 
ever  ftrong,  we  can  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  a 
rupture  is  in  danger  of  taking  place.  I  myfelf 
know  an  inftance  where  a  furgeon,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  grafp  the  feet  of  the  child  when  the 
arm  prefented,  happening  only  to  clofe  his 
hand  in  the  uterus,  found  the  latter  immediately 
give  way.  Though  the  woman  was  at  the 
fame  inftant  delivered,  and  no  very  violent 
fymptom  immediately  fupervened,  yet  fhe  died 
in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
even  if  the  prefaging  fymptoms  were  more  de- 
cifive  and  determinate  than  I  think  they  ever 
can  be,  this  method  of  prevention  is  too  ha¬ 
zardous  to  be  attempted ;  but,  equivocal  as  they 
mu  ft  be,  I  think  it  is  ftill  lefs  to  be  juftified, 
let  the  internal  evidence  be  ever  fo  ftrong. 

I  am  ftill  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion 
by  a  recent  cafe  which  happened  in  my  own 

pra£ticee 

Ss 


C  61  ] 

pradice.  A  woman*  with  a  well-formed  pel¬ 
vis*  mother  of  two  living  children*  when  in  a 
natural  labour*  at  the  full  time*  with  a  very 
/large  head  prefenting,  fcreamed  out*  and  com¬ 
plained  loudly  of  an  excruciating  pain  in  one 
particular  part  of  the  left  hypogaflric  region  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  die  feemed  to  be  all  over 
affeded  with  fpafms*  fo  as  to  give  me  very  fe- 
rious  apprehenfions  that  fhe  might  either  fall 
into  convullions,  or  fuffer  a  rupture  of  the  ute¬ 
rus  in  that  particular  part.  I*  therefore*  by 
cautious  dilatation*  and  by  affifiing  the  effed 
of  every  pain  with  the  vedis*  in  as  fhort  a 
time  as  I  could*  with  fafety  to  the  parts*  deli¬ 
vered  her  of  a  large  living  child*  and  die  reco¬ 
vered  without  the  lead  accident.  I  think  in 
any  of  thefe  cafes,  with  the  head  prefenting* 
whilft  the  child  is  alive*  we  can  be  jufiified  in 
promoting  the  labour  only  by  a  method  fimilar 
to  what  I  have  mentioned,  or  by  the  forceps* 
if  the  head  be  within  reach.  If  thefe  fymp- 
toms  occur  before  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri* 
bleeding,  in  plethoric  habits*  or  warm  bathing* 
and  opium,  in  cafe  of  irregular  fpafm*  may  be 
ufeful.  I  can  hardly  fuppofe  a  cafe*  with  tht 
head  prefenting,  in  which  it  would  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  turn*  after  the  waters  have  been  palled 
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off  long  enough  to  allow  the  uterus  to  embrace 
clofely  the  body  of  the  child,  unlefs  in  that  of 
a  very  dangerous  flooding,  in  cafes  where  the 
funis  prefents,  and  its  pulfation  is  perceptible, 
or  where  the  uterine  contractions  are  too  inert 
to  aCt  properly  in  the  expulfion  of  the  child  : 
in  neither  of  which  cafes  is  the  contraction  of 
the  uterus  ufually  fo  ftrong  as  to  render  the  ne- 
ceflary  dilatation  very  dangerous. 

I  have  undeflgnedly  extended  this  paper  to  a 
length  I  did  not  think  of  when  I  began  it ;  I 
mu  ft,  therefore,  delay  fome  farther  obferva- 
tions  I  have  to  make  on  ruptures  of  the  uterus 
till  a  future  opportunity. 

$/»  Martin's  Lane , 

Sept.  20th,  1787, 
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